July 11, 2014
Earl Danosky
Manager
Tulelake Irrigation District
P.O. Box 699
Tulelake, CA 96134
tid@cot.net
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Danosky:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Earl Danosky
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Cary Keaten
General Manager
Solano Irrrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Ste. 201
Vacaville, CA 95688
CKeaten@Sidwater.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Keaten:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Cary Keaten
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Maurice Etchechury
Manager
Buena Vista Water Storage District
P.O. Box 756
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
maurice@bvh2o.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Etchechury:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Maurice Etchechury
July 11, 2014
Page 2

According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Gary Serrato
General Manager
Fresno Irrigation District
2907 South Maple AVE
Fresno, CA 93725
info@fresnoirrigation.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Serrato:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Gary Serrato
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Eric Larrabee
President
Western Canal Water District
P.O. Box 190
Richvale, CA 95974
info@westerncanal.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Larrabee:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Eric Larrabee
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Chris White
General Manager
Central California Irrigation District
1335 West I Street
Los Banos, CA 93635
cwhite@ccidwater.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. White:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Chris White
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Eugene Massa
General Manager
Biggs-West Gridley Water District
1713 West Biggs Gridley Road
Gridley, CA 95948
emassa@bwgwater.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Massa:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Eugene Massa
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Chase Hurley
President
San Luis Canal Company
11704 W. Henry Miller Rd
Dos Palos, CA 93620
contactus@sjrecwa.net
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Hurley:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your Company.
Water Code section 10820 required your Company to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Chase Hurley
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your Company has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Scot Moody
General Manager
Stockton-East Water District
P.O. Box 5157
Stockton, CA 95205
sewd@sewd.net
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Moody:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Scot Moody
July 11, 2014
Page 2

According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Sheridan Nicholas
Water Resources Manager
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District
12109 Highway 166
Bakersfield, CA 93313
snicholas@wrmwsd.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Nicholas:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Sheridan Nicholas
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

George Cappello, President

July 11, 2014
George Cappello
President
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District
12109 Highway 166
Bakersfield, CA 93313
Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Cappello:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

Sheridan Nicholas, Water Resources Manager

July 11, 2014
Dale Brogan
General Manager
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District
14181 Avenue 24
Delano, CA 93215
dbrogan@deid.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Brogan:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Dale Brogan
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Dan Vink
General Manager
Pixley Irrigation District
Lower Tule River Irrigation District
357 E. Olive AVE
Tipton, CA 93272
customerservice@ltrid.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Vink:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your Districts.
Water Code section 10820 required your Districts to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
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water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your Districts have yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




The AWMP for both Pixley and Lower Tule River Irrigation Districts, if they exist.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point, for both districts.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water, for both districts.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
William Carlisle
General Manager
Southern San Joaquin Municipal Utilities District
11281 Garzoli AVE
Delano, CA 93215
gm@ssjmud.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Carlisle:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. William Carlisle
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Robert Hartsock
General Counsel
Kern Delta Water District
2001 22nd Street, Ste. 100
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Hartsock:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Robert Hartsock
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

L. Mark Mulkay, General Manger

July 11, 2014
L. Mark Mulkay
General Manager
Kern Delta Water District
501 Taft Highway
Bakersfield, CA 93307
Mmulkay@kerndelta.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Mulkay:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. L. Mark Mulkay
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

Robert Hartsock, General Counsel

July 11, 2014
Ed Smith
General Manger
Palo Verde Irrigation District
180 W 14th AVE
Blythe, CA 92225
pvid@pvid.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Smith:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Ed Smith
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Richard Diamond
General Manager
North Kern Water Storage District
P.O. Box 81435
Bakersfield, CA 93380
administration@northkernwsd.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Diamond:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).

Mr. Richard Diamond
July 11, 2014
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Brad Mattson
General Manager
Richvale Irrigation District
1193 Richvale Highway
Richvale, CA 95974
support@shastacsd.org
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Mattson:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Phil Desatoff
General Manager
Consolidated Irrigation District
2255 Chandler St
Selma, CA 93662
Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Desatoff:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

Douglas Jensen, General Counsel

July 11, 2014
Douglas Jensen
General Counsel
Consolidated Irrigation District
Baker, Manock & Jensen
Fig Garden Financial Center
5260 N. Palm Ave., Suite 421
Fresno, CA 93704
djensen@bakermanock.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Jensen:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
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water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

Phil Desatoff, General Manager

July 11, 2014
D. Zackary Smith
General Counsel
Corcoran Irrigation District
Ruddell, Chochran, Stanton, Smith & Bixler LLP
1102 N. Chinowth Street
Vialia, CA 93291
zsmith@visalialaw.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Smith:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
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water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

Corcoran Irrigation District

July 11, 2014
Corcoran Irrigation District
1151 6 1/2 AVE
Corcoran, CA 93212
Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Sir or Madam:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
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that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

D. Zackary Smith, General Counsel

July 11, 2014
Reid W. Roberts
General Counsel
Central San Joaquin Water Conservation District
11 South San Joaquin Street, Suite 306
Stockton, CA 95202
Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Roberts:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

July 11, 2014
Dennis Falaschi
Manager
Panoche Water District
52027 W Althea AVE
Firebaugh, CA 93622
Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Falaschi:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

Marcos Hedrick, Water Master

July 11, 2014
Marcos Hedrick
Water Master
Panoche Water District
52027 W Althea AVE
Firebaugh, CA 93622
MBHEDRICK@aol.com
Via Email and Overnight Delivery
RE:

Required Adoption of Agricultural Water Management Plan and Public
Records Act Request

Dear Mr. Hedrick:
I am writing this letter to inquire about your compliance with the Water Efficiency Act of
2009 (the “Act”). In 2009, the Legislature adopted the Act with the goal of increasing water
efficiency in the agricultural sector and combatting California’s chronic water shortage. See
Water Code §§ 10608-10608.64, 10800-10845. The Act placed significant new
responsibilities on water suppliers such as your District.
Water Code section 10820 required your District to draft and adopt an Agricultural Water
Management Plan (“AWMP” or “Plan”) on or before December 31, 2012. AWMPs are a
crucial tool for increasing water efficiency. As part of the AWMP, water suppliers must fully
describe the water resources available to them and develop a water budget. Water Code §
10825. Water suppliers must also analyze the impact that climate change will have on their
water supply reliability. Id.
At ELF, we believe that the planning process will have positive and substantial effects on
water efficiency. Just as the requirement to adopt General Plans has facilitated better land
use policy, and as the requirement to adopt Environmental Impact Reports has driven vast
increases in environmental quality, we believe that the adoption of detailed AWMPs will
drive the development of more efficient agricultural water management techniques.
The Act requires that suppliers take two more enormously important steps towards water
efficiency: first, they must begin measuring water deliveries to each customer. Water Code
§ 10608.48(b)(1); Cal. Code Regs. §§ 597-597.4. Second, water suppliers must develop a
pricing scheme based at least in part on quantity delivered. Water Code § 10608.48(b)(2).
Numerous studies have shown that adopting volumetric pricing can dramatically increase
water efficiency. AWMPs must report on their compliance with the measurement and
volumetric pricing requirements. Water Code § 10826(e).
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According to the attached document, produced by the California Department of Water
Resources, your District has yet to adopt an AWMP. If you have adopted an AWMP and
that fact is not reflected on the attached document, please inform us of that fact as soon as
possible by forwarding us a copy of your Plan. If the attachment is correct, this letter is to
inquire whether you will commit to adopting a Plan by July 31, 2014. If you can make such
a commitment, please respond to this letter on or before July 21, 2014.
If you cannot so commit or do not respond by July 20, Environmental Law Foundation
(“ELF”) intends to commence legal action against you.
This letter will also serve as a request under the Public Records Act (Gov’t Code §§ 6250 6276.48) for the following documents:




Your AWMP, if it exists.
Your policy, if it exists, of measuring water deliveries at the farm gate or delivery
point.
Your rate schedule for deliveries of water.

Pursuant to Government Code section 6253(c), we request these documents, or confirmation
that they do not exist, within 10 days, or on July 21, 2014.
ELF is a nonprofit environmental organization committed to improving environmental
quality in California. We believe that in this time of drought, improved water efficiency is
the only path toward securing a safe and prosperous future for subsequent generations.
And we are prepared to bring this litigation in order to ensure that districts such as yours
comply with laws intended to promote such efficiency.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (510) 208-4555 or nkane@envirolaw.org.
Sincerely,

Nathaniel Kane
Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Foundation

cc:

Dennis Falaschi, Manager

